Third Sunday of Easter
26 April 2020 Morning Prayer, Second Order
A Prayer Book for Australia
[Video] Leader & Preacher: Bishop Richard Condie
Reader: The Rev’d Elizabeth Poland (Launceston Grammar)
Prayers: Joel & Lyn Nankervis (Circular Head)

Gathering in God's name
Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that
your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2.38–39

Christ is risen. Alleluia.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
The Minister

Friends in Christ,
we come together to meet with God,
and to take our part in the building up of his Church.
We will lift up our hearts in thanks and praise,
hear from God’s holy word,
and pray for this world, and for ourselves.
The Bible tells us to approach God confidently,
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
As we do so, we must confess our sins,
seeking forgiveness through God’s boundless
goodness and mercy.
One or more of these or other suitable sentences of Scripture may be read.

The risen Jesus said that the Scriptures had been fulfilled in his suffering and
resurrection and now repentance and forgiveness was to be announced in his
name to all nations in the power of the Spirit.
Luke 24: 47,49
Silence may be kept

The Minister continues

So let us draw near to God with sincerity and confidence, and pray together,
God of all mercy,
we humbly admit that we need your help.
We have wandered from your way.
We have sinned in thought, word and deed,
and have failed to do what is right.
You alone can save us.
Have mercy on us,
wipe out our sins and teach us to forgive others.
Bring forth in us the fruit of your Spirit
that we may live the new life to your glory.
This we ask in the name of Jesus our Saviour. Amen.
The Minister stands and declares God’s forgiveness.

God desires that none should perish,
but that all should turn to Christ, and live.
In response to his call we acknowledge our sins.
God pardons those who humbly repent, and truly believe the gospel.
Therefore we have peace with God, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Minister may read one of these sentences of Scripture.

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8.38–39

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His steadfast love endures for ever!
Grace and peace be with you
and also with you.
Come, let us sing to the Lord,
shout to the rock of our salvation.
Serve the Lord with gladness,
come before his face with songs of joy.
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The Ministry of the Word
The Minister says

Heavenly Father,
give us wisdom and understanding.
As we listen to your Word,
may we know you better,
love you more,
and learn to please you in all we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

New Testament Reading: 1 Peter 1: 13-25
13

Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your
hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. 14 Like
obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires that you formerly had in
ignorance. 15 Instead, as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all
your conduct; 16 for it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
17
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according
to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors,
not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before
the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your
sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
22
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that
you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You
have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the
living and enduring word of God. 24 For
“All flesh is like grass
and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,
and the flower falls,
25
but the word of the Lord endures forever.”
That word is the good news that was announced to you.
Hear the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel: Luke 24:13-35
13

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all
these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing,
Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each
other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God
and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over
to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day
since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did
not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen
a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with
us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not
see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.
28
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead
as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us,
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in
to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us
on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened
on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread.
Hear the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Ministry of Prayer
The Minister says

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
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The Minister continues

Be exalted, Lord, above the heavens,
let your glory cover the earth.
Keep our nation under your care,
and guide us in justice and truth.
Let your way be known on earth,
your saving power among all nations.
Send out your light and your truth,
that we may tell of your saving works.
Have mercy on the poor and oppressed.
Hear the cry of those in need.
Hear our prayers, O Lord,
for we put our trust in you.

The Collect of the Day
O God,
your Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread:
open the eyes of our faith,
that we may see him in his redeeming work;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Prayers
A Minister

Let your requests be made known unto God.
In everything give thanks.
Lord our God,
You are worthy of honour, glory and praise.
We are thankful that you love us and can take the hardest of circumstances
and turn them around for our good and your glory. You understand our life
and our struggles. Thank you that we can entrust our future and our world to
your safekeeping.
Lord we ask that you heal the sick, and protect those who are not, especially
the elderly, the vulnerable and those working in hospital, medical, and caring
roles.
We ask that you provide for people who have lost work, for those who are
struggling financially and for anyone who is suffering with anxiety. Meet their
immediate needs, surround them with people who can help, and renew their
hope.
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We pray for our state and federal leaders, give them inspiration and courage
to meet the needs of the community. Especially give wisdom and insight to all
those working to contain the outbreak of the virus in the North West of our
State.
We pray for your Church, both here and across the world. Keep those in
leadership healthy and rested so they can guide your church at this time.
Give them wisdom and the resources they need.
And help us all, the people of your church, to display courage, hope,
generosity and kindness.
Pour out your grace and strengthen us with your Spirit
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Amen.
A Minister continues

Lord, you have given us grace to agree in these our prayers, and you have
promised that when two or three ask together in your name you will grant
their requests. Fulfil now, Lord, our desires and prayers as may be best for
us. Grant us, in this life, knowledge of your truth and in the age to come, life
eternal. Amen.

The Sending Out of God's People
Eternal God and Father,
by whose power we are created,
and by whose love we are redeemed:
Guide and strengthen us by your Spirit,
that we may give ourselves to your service,
and live this day in love to one another
and to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Minister says one of the following
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all. Amen.
Or

May the Lord bless you and keep you;
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
and give you peace. Amen.
The Minister says

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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Hymns:
Jesus Thy Blood and Righteousness
AHB 137

Text: Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf tr. John Wesley

Tune: Fulda

Jesus, thy blood and righteousness
my beauty are, my glorious dress,
midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
with joy shall I lift up my head.
Bold shall I stand in that great day
for who shall my accuser be?
Fully absolved through thee I am
from sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
Jesus, be endless praise to thee,
whose boundless mercy hath for me,
for me, a full atonement made,
an everlasting ransom paid.
Ah! give to all thy servants, Lord,
with power to speak thy gracious word,
that all who to thy wounds will flee
may find eternal life in thee.
O let the dead now hear thy voice!
now bid thy banished ones rejoice;
their beauty this, their glorious dress,
Jesus, thy blood and righteousness.
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